
 

 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
OSHAWA PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD 

 
Thursday, May 25, 2017 beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

McLaughlin Branch Board Room 

MINUTES 

 
Present: Ted Aldridge (Chair), Dan Carter, Lois Gillette, Donald Johnson, Grant Karcich, Gil 

Paterson, Alaina McGravey, Doug Thomson and William Thurber 
 
Regrets: Mary Fowler and Rhea Smith-Schultz 
 
Staff:  Frances Newman, Chief Executive Officer 
  Adina Negru, Manager, Facilities and Health & Safety 
  Margaret Wallace, Director, Collection Management 
   

Stephanie McLean, Executive Assistant, acted as the Recording Secretary 
              
 
 The Board meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
1. Call to Order/Approval of Agenda 
 

Will Thurber made a request to include an item on the agenda “In-Camera Session – Personnel 
Matter” to approve the minutes of previous in-camera meetings.   

 
 (29-17) MOTION Moved by Will Thurber, seconded by Dan Carter, 
“That the Oshawa Public Library Board approve the Agenda, as amended, for the May 25, 
2017 Board Meeting.”   CARRIED 
 

2. Declaration of Conflict of Interest 
 
No conflicts were declared. 
 

3. Approval of the Minutes 
 

(30-17) MOTION Moved by Doug Thomson, seconded by Donald Johnson, 
“That the Oshawa Public Library Board approve the minutes, as amended, from the April 
20, 2017 Board meeting.”  CARRIED 
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4. Consent Agenda 
 

The Board members received each of the following reports in their board packages provided in 
advance of the meeting: 

 
1. Activity Report 
2. Monthly Statistics – April 2017 
3. Health and Safety Report – April 2017 
4. Friends of the Library Report – April 2017 
5. Financial Report – April 2017 

 
Will Thurber asked that the Monthly Statistics Report be pulled for discussion. 

 
(31-17) MOTION – Moved by Dan Carter, seconded by Will Thurber, 
“That the Oshawa Public Library Board approve the Consent Agenda for the May 25, 
2017 Board meeting with the exception of the Monthly Statistics Report.” CARRIED 

  
Mr. Thurber inquired if there was the ability to provide comparison data from previous years as 
it may be helpful for comparison reasons. Frances advised that there is statistical data 
available for most items, however there would not be any comparisons available for certain 
items due to the ways some items are calculated.  

 
(32-17) MOTION – Moved by Will Thurber, seconded by Donald Johnson, 
“That the Oshawa Public Library Board approve the Monthly Statistics Report.”    
 CARRIED 

 
5. Business Arising from Minutes 

 
i) Strategic Plan – Update 

 
Frances Newman provided the Board members with the following updates as they relate to the 
Strategic Plan of OPL: 
 

• The annual Staff Development day activities took place on May 10th.  There were 
many sessions offered including an overview of the library’s new local history room, a 
yoga class and a demonstration on the new software, Boopsie, the new library app 
that will soon be available to customers.  The day ended with self-defence training by 
professionals which was a great team-building event.  Overall it was a good day for 
staff 

• On May 17th Ted Aldridge and Ellen Stroud, Director, Service, Design & Delivery         
attended a City Council meeting to accept an Accessibility Award from the City. The 
McLaughlin Branch was recognized for its ramp to the Children’s Department, the    
accessible washrooms and book drop located in the front of the library 

• On June 1st, OPL will be adding RBDigital’s InstantFlix to our online media offer-
ing.  This is a collection of over 7,000 films and television shows with a focus on 
genre-driven content and indie/festival hits 

• Boopsie, the new library app is currently available, however it still requires some modi-
fications   

• Enhancements are being made to the self-check machines which includes Moneris, a 
new payment option for customers.  The self-check machines will also be updated to 
provide suggestions to customers of additional books to check out based on their pre-
vious check outs, etc. 
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• OPL’s new website is currently being developed.  We anticipate it to be launched in 
the fall of 2017 

• In addition to Brampton Public Library, Whitechurch-Stouffville and OPL, each of 
Guelph, Pickering and Chatham-Kent have been added to Cloud Linking providing our 
customers with access to over 39,000 items between the combined collections.  It was 
noted that these are the only libraries in Ontario to provide this service.  Since launch-
ing in April, our customers have borrowed 2,760 additional items, and the other library 
customers have borrowed 2,993 items from us. Overall it has been a very positive re-
sponse 

• We are currently in the planning stages for the Auditorium refresh.  The expected start 
date for the renovations is November 6, 2017 

• Margaret Wallace’s team in the Collection Management department has been working 
on the digitization of certain Robert McLaughlin Gallery catalogues.  This will provide 
OPL’s customers at the McLaughlin branch with access to this collection.   

• OPL’s digital services will be soon be available and promoted in Lakeridge Health wait-
ing rooms  

• The following upcoming programs were highlighted:  
• “Something Old, Something New: It’s all About the Dress, Fashion Show and 

Tea”.  This event will be held at the Northview Community Centre on Thursday, 
June 15th at 2:00 p.m. 

• Winners of the Seniors’ writing competition will be announced at the Tell Tale 
Tea event held in conjunction with the Oshawa Senior Citizens Centres 
(“OSCC”).  This event will be held at the John Street branch of the OSCC on 
Wednesday, June 21st at 2:00 p.m. 

 ii) Update: McLaughlin Roof Repair Work 
 
 Adina Negru provided the Board of Directors with an update on the roof repair project to be 

completed at the McLaughlin branch.  She reported that the tender process is still currently 
underway but is scheduled to close on June 7th and construction is anticipated to begin on July 
4th.  She further reported that she anticipates the cost of the repairs to be much greater than 
initially reported as a result of a larger scope of repairs required.  Ms. Negru advised the Board 
that she will provide them with an update once available. 

 
Ms. Negru also reported that with respect to the Auditorium renovations, she met with the City’s 
Accessibility Committee and they have approved the installation of a lift platform to be used to 
access the Auditorium.  She further reported that planning for the project is currently underway 
and renovations are expected to begin on November 6th. 

6. New Business 
 
 Update: Canadian Urban Libraries Council (“CULC”) 
 
 Frances advised the Board that she attended the semi-annual Canadian Urban Libraries 

Council meeting in Hamilton the previous week which had library representatives from all 
across Canada.  She provided the Board with a high level overview of the discussions and 
updates that were delivered at the meeting.  Frances advised the Board that she learned of a 
new initiative by the Federal Government, the Smart Cities Challenge, which will provide 
financial support to the chosen city to carry out the smart cities transformation.  The Smart 
Cities Challenge will allow municipalities, regional governments, and indigenous communities to 
bring their ideas forward, and the best ones will win.  Through the Smart Cities Challenge, the 
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Government will work in collaboration with cities and communities that are ready to innovate 
and take risks.  Following a brief discussion, it was decided that Frances would reach out to 
Helen Break at the City to discuss this great opportunity for the City of Oshawa. 

 
7. Other Business 
 
 Dan Carter provided the Board of Directors with an overview of some upcoming initiatives he is 

currently working on with various stakeholders within the community.  A brief discussion 
ensued. 

 
8. In-Camera Item – Personnel Matter (Public Libraries Act – Section 16.1(4)(b)) 

 
(33-17) Motion – Moved by Will Thurber, seconded by Doug Thomson, 

 “That the Oshawa Public Library Board move in-camera to approve the February 16, 
2017 and March 16, 2017 In-Camera minutes.”   CARRIED 

 
The CEO and Executive Assistant left the meeting at 7:35 p.m. 
 

(34-17) Motion – Moved by Lois Gillette, seconded by Doug Thomson, 
“That the Oshawa Public Library Board rise from in-camera.”  CARRIED 

 
(35-17) Motion – Moved Will Thurber, seconded by Lois Gillette, 
That the In-Camera minutes of the February 16, 2017 and March 16, 2017 meetings be 
approved.”  CARRIED    

  
 The CEO and Executive Assistant returned to the meeting at 7:48 p.m. 
   
9. Motion to Adjourn – Alaina McGravey at 7:50 p.m.  
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