Classic Reads for Teens
(Ages 13 & Up)
Wives and Daughters

Emma

By Elizabeth Gaskell
Molly Gibson’s father
remarries, giving her a
glamorous step-sister, Cynthia.
But their friendship is soon
tested when they become
involved in the lives of Squire
Hamley and his two sons.

By Jane Austen
Rich and meddlesome Emma
Woodhouse decides to take
Harriet Smith under her wing
and tries to find her a suitable
husband. But her misguided
match-making winds up making
a mess of both their lives.
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Jane Eyre

By George Orwell
In a future where the attempt
to close the divide between the
classes has led to a greater
separation than ever before,
Winston Smith tries to find
meaning and connections.

By Charlotte Bronte
Young Jane Eyre becomes a
governess in the household of
the wealthy and mysterious Mr.
Rochester where she finds
herself falling in love with her
employer in this classic
romance.

The Catcher in the Rye

The Great Gatsby

By J.D. Salinger
Holden Caulfield, after being
expelled from his prep school,
impulsively takes a train to
New York and decides not to
return home yet.

By F. Scott Fitzgerald
Nick, an outsider in the world of
real wealth and luxury,
befriends the rich Jay Gatsby
and learns of his love and
obsession for the selfish Daisy
Buchanan.

The Count of Monte
Cristo

Little Women

By Alexandre Dumas
Framed for treason and
imprisoned, the sailor Edmond
Dantes escapes, reclaims a lost
treasure and sets out to get
revenge on those who wronged
him.

By Louisa May Alcott
Jo and her sisters grow up in
civil war era Massachusetts,
where they struggle with their
identities and Jo, an
independent and spirited writer,
tries to find a place for herself
in the world.

The Picture of Dorian Gray

To Kill a Mockingbird

By Oscar Wilde
Afraid of losing his beauty to
age, the young and handsome
Dorian Gray sells his soul for
eternal youth, and slowly
becomes corrupt and evil.

By Harper Lee
Set in a small Southern town
during the Depression, the novel
studies three years punctuated
by the arrest and eventual trial
of a young black man accused of
raping a white woman.

