Books for Reluctant Readers
Number of Pages in Brackets

(Ages 12-18)
Eragon (528)

Playing in Traffic (176)

By Christopher Paolini

By Gail Giles

Fifteen-year-old Eragon
believes that he is merely a
poor farm boy—until his destiny
as a Dragon Rider is revealed
when he finds a strange blue
stone.
Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone (223)

Matt is an almost-invisible
nobody, until Skye Colby centers
him out for special attention. She
signals an end to his dreary
existence – but at what cost?

By J.K. Rowling

Rule of the Bone (390)
By Russell Banks

Harry believes he is ordinary
until he receives a letter from
Hogwarts school of witchcraft
and wizardry and discovers he
can do magic!

Chappie is a pot dealer who’s
out of school and in trouble with
the police. After leaving home he
ends up living on a bus with a
seven year old girl and an exiled
Rastafarian who will dramatically
change his life.

Breathing Underwater (263)

Hidden Talents (213)

By Alex Flinn

Outwardly Nick is perfect,
hiding the terror he faces
whenever he and his father are
alone. But when he starts
dating Caitlyn, he is forced to
face that he may be like his
father in the worst way possible.

Doing It (326)

By David Lubar

Martin Anderson and his friends
have been called losers for
years. Then Martin makes an
incredible discovery – each of his
friends has a special hidden
talent.

13 Reasons Why (288)

By Melvin Burgess

By Jay Asher

The story of three teenage
friends who can’t stop
obsessing over, talking about,
and hoping to experience sex.

Clay discovers his classmate
and crush Hannah, who
committed suicide 2 weeks
earlier, has left him 13 tapes with
the thirteen reasons why she
killed herself. He is one of them.

Cirque du Freak (206)

My Most Excellent Year
(403)

By Darren Shan

Darren attends the Cirque du
Freak with his friend Steve but
soon becomes drawn into the
world of Mr. Crepsley and
forced to be a vampire’s
assistant.

By Steve Kluger

Three friends chronicle their year
which involves several
misadventures, love, baseball,
and Julie Andrews.

